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Classification and Regression Trees

Tree-based analysis assesses relationships among variables by dividing
the variables into subcategories of categorical variables or “bins” for
continuous variables that optimizes prediction of the outcome variable
(can be categorical or continuous). This is in contrast to developing
mathematical prediction models. Some advantages of tree-based
models are eliminating the need for variable transformation (no
assumptions about variable distribution) and allowing for missingness
to be included as a category itself.
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